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The London Assembly’s Economy, Culture and Sport 
Committee launched an investigation into the legacy of the 
Olympic and Paralympic venues in June 2011. 
 
The terms of reference for this investigation are: 

 To examine plans for legacy use, governance and funding 
of the new permanent venues for the 2012 Olympic and 
Paralympic Games within London, including the aquatics 
centre, Eton Manor, hockey centre, velopark, and handball 
arena. 

 To influence decisions regarding the Olympic and 
Paralympic venues by recommending ways to ensure 
positive social and economic legacies for Londoners.  

 To follow up recommendations of the Committee’s report, 
Legacy United? The legacy of London’s Olympic venues in 
relation to the Olympic Stadium and media centre. 

 
This paper provides information on the background to the 
review, the issues we will consider and details of how you 
can contribute. 
 
Background 
A range of sporting venues and other facilities in London 
will be used for the Olympic and Paralympic Games in 

2012.  All of the newly constructed, permanent facilities in 
London will be located in the Olympic Park in east London. 
The Committee conducted an investigation last year into 
the venues legacy, focusing particularly on the Olympic 
Stadium and the media centre.  The report from this 
investigation, Legacy United?, was published in September 
2010.1  It recommended that the Olympic Park Legacy 
Company prioritise options that would enhance local 
regeneration in legacy plans for these venues.  
 
The Committee will consider the other newly constructed, 
permanent venues during this investigation, as outlined in 
the table below: 2 

Venue Legacy owner Proposed legacy uses 

Aquatics 
centre 

Olympic Park 
Legacy 
Company 

Elite and community 
swimming, diving and water 
polo; capacity 2,500. 

Velopark Lee Valley 
Regional Park 
Authority 

Elite and community track, 
road, BMX and mountain 
cycling; capacity 6,000. 

                                                 
1 The report can be viewed here: http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-
london/the-london-assembly/publications/2012-games/venue-legacy. 
The Committee will follow up the recommendations of its previous report 
during this investigation. 
2 Other permanent facilities on the Olympic Park not listed in the table are 
the athletes’ village, energy centre and ArcelorMittal Orbit; these are not 
within the scope of the investigation. 

http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/the-london-assembly/publications/2012-games/venue-legacy
http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/the-london-assembly/publications/2012-games/venue-legacy
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Handball 
arena / 
Multi-use 
arena 

Olympic Park 
Legacy 
Company 

A flexible venue capable of 
hosting a variety of sports 
and events; capacity 7,500. 

Eton Manor Lee Valley 
Regional Park 
Authority 

Multi-sports venue including 
hockey, tennis, five-a-side 
football; capacity 3,000 to 
15,000. 

Hockey 
centre 

Lee Valley 
Regional Park 
Authority 

A hockey venue, relocated to 
become part of the Eton 
Manor complex; capacity 
3,000 to 15,000. 

 
The Committee’s investigation will consider how the Mayor 
and other decision-makers can help ensure these venues 
have a sustainable legacy beyond 2012.  It will ask how we 
can find the right balance between the potentially 
competing priorities of: having venues used regularly; the 
need to make effective use of public money; and delivering 
socio-economic benefits for local communities. 
 
Questions for the investigation 
The Committee has identified four key topics it will cover 
in this investigation – finance, community use, 
regeneration and governance – with specific questions it 
will seek to answer for each topic. 
 

Finance 
The potential operating costs or public funding 
requirements for the Olympic and Paralympic venues are 
not yet confirmed.  It is possible some venues will require 
public subsidy after 2012; this may be justified if it helps 
deliver legacy goals, although the criteria for public 
investment needs to be established.  The venues could 
generate revenue through charging for access, staging 
events, recruiting tenants, and so on.  The success of this 
will depend on market demand, with similar venues 
elsewhere – such as the Ponds Forge aquatics centre in 
Sheffield or the Manchester Velodrome – also competing 
for this revenue.  

 What are the potential operating costs of the Olympic 
and Paralympic venues after 2012? 

 How much demand for revenue-generating uses of the 
venues is there likely to be after 2012? 

 Against what criteria can we determine whether public 
funding of the venues is being used effectively? 

 
Community use 
Increasing sports participation is a key legacy goal for the 
Games.  The Mayor has stated that the venues should be 
available for community use after 2012 in order to deliver 
the sporting legacy.  They may also be used as training 
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venues for elite athletes.  ‘Community use’ may 
incorporate several different types of activity; a defined 
framework of different uses needs to be agreed.  There 
have been proposals to add new community facilities to 
the aquatics centre, although these are not being taken 
forward.  The Committee will explore whether the planned 
facilities are suitable for encouraging community use, 
including by disabled people.   

 What is community use, and what types of community 
use should be encouraged? 

 What is the appropriate balance between elite and 
non-elite use of the venues? 

 What types of facilities and resources are required in 
order to encourage community use, including for 
disabled people? 

 
Regeneration impact 
The development of the Olympic Park and venues will 
deliver the physical regeneration of this part of east 
London, and there is an ambition to deliver socio-
economic benefits for local communities from this 
development.  This would mean, for instance, enhancing 
local business opportunities and creating new, sustainable 
jobs in the local economy.  In the Committee’s previous 
report on the Olympic Stadium and media centre we found 

that this impact would be enhanced if venues are used 
regularly by a large number of visitors.  The Committee will 
explore whether plans for the other 2012 venues are likely 
to deliver this. 

 How could the Olympic and Paralympic venues help 
deliver socio-economic gains for local communities? 

 To what extent will current plans for the Olympic 
Paralympic venues after 2012 help to achieve a 
significant regeneration impact? 

 
Governance and management 
The ownership and operation of the 2012 venues will be 
divided among several different public and private 
organisations.  The Mayor has proposed to transform the 
Olympic Park Legacy Company into a Mayoral 
Development Corporation to lead development on the 
Olympic Park.  The OPLC would only own the Olympic 
Stadium, aquatics centre and handball arena, with other 
organisations recruited to operate the venues.  The 
velopark, Eton Manor and hockey centre will be owned and 
operated by the Lee Valley Regional Park Authority.  The 
Committee is seeking to establish further details 
governance arrangements for the venues will be, and 
compare these to best practice for other venues elsewhere. 
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 What are the governance and management 
arrangements for the venues after 2012? 

 To what extent will plans for the governance and 
management of venues help deliver legacy goals? 

 
How to contribute to the investigation 
The Committee is inviting written views and information to 
its investigation.  Submissions should aim to address the 
questions outlined above, and any other issues you 
consider it important for the investigation to cover.  We are 
keen to hear from the Mayor, Olympic Park Legacy 
Company, Lee Valley Regional Park Authority, host 
boroughs, local and national sporting organisations, venue 
operators, community groups, local businesses and 
residents living near the Olympic Park. 
 
To share your views, please send submissions to Richard 
Berry, London Assembly, City Hall, The Queen’s Walk, 
London SE1 2AA, or Richard.Berry@london.gov.uk by the 
deadline of 19 July 2011.3 Phone 020 7983 4199 for 
further information, or 020 7983 4504 for media queries. 

                                                 
3 We will publish written submissions on our website unless they are marked 
as confidential or there is a legal reason for non-publication.  We may be 
required to release a copy of your submission if a member of the public or 
the media request it under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, even if it 
has been marked as confidential. 

The Committee will also conduct hearings with invited 
guests, which members of the public are welcome to 
observe.  It is expected these will be held on 19 July and 
13 September 2011. 
 
About the Committee 
The Economy, Culture and Sport Committee investigates 
issues of concern to Londoners, and examines and 
responds to the strategies and policies of the Mayor of 
London and Functional Bodies in relation to the topics 
under its remit.  It is also the lead London Assembly 
Committee for monitoring and reporting on the 2012 
Olympic and Paralympic Games.  Its members are: 

 Dee Doocey AM, Liberal Democrat (Chair) 

 Len Duvall AM, Labour (Deputy Chair) 

 Tony Arbour AM, Conservative 

 John Biggs AM, Labour 

 Andrew Boff AM, Conservative 

 Victoria Borwick AM, Conservative 
 
Further information about the Committee’s work can be 
found at: 
http://www.london.gov.uk/moderngov/mgCommitteeDet
ails.aspx?ID=142  

mailto:Richard.Berry@london.gov.uk
http://www.london.gov.uk/moderngov/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=142
http://www.london.gov.uk/moderngov/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=142

